First Congregational Church
07 November 2021

Enter with a spirit of preparation as we gather ourselves for worship

Prelude:

“Variations on Sine Nomine”

Richard Proulx

Welcome and Announcements
Introit:

“God Welcomes All”

Call to Worship
*

Hymn:

*

Responsive Reading: (from Psalm 127)
ONE: Unless our GOD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.
ALL: We have come into this house, built by the Holy One, to
worship the God of Creation.
ONE: Unless our GOD watches over the city, those who watch stand
guard in vain.
ALL: We have come to listen to the stories of people who
throughout the generations have shown us the way by their
trust in the promises of God, who is always watching over us.
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“For All the Saints”

*Those who are comfortably able may stand
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ONE: Stories remind us of the risks we are free to take with
confidence that God is present through times of plenty and times
of want, all along our journey through life.
ALL: So let us celebrate this gathering which can bind us
together. Give thanks that we are no longer strangers because
of the stories that bind across generations. Let us worship God!
Celebration of Baptism: Lincoln Pearce De Marzo
Members and friends, we gather now to celebrate the sacrament of
baptism. Baptism is an outward and visible sign of the presence of
God among us and within us. Inasmuch as the promise of the gospel is
not only to us but also to our children, baptism is the mark of their
welcome into the care of Christ’s Church, a sign and seal of God’s
presence, and the beginning of their growth into faith and
discipleship.
This is the water of baptism. Out of this water we rise with new life,
members of Christ’s body. Would the family come forward?
Charge to the Parents/Family
Minister: Geneva, with the help of your family and friends, do you
desire to have your child baptized into the faith and family of God?
Parent: I do.
Minister: With the family gathered, will all of work together to raise
this child, that he may become a disciple of Christ and member of
Christ’s church?
Parent/Family: We will, with the help of God.
Minister: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciples,
to follow in the ways of Jesus, to resist oppression and evil, to show
love and justice, and to witness to the work and word of Holy Spirit as
best you are able?
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Parent/Family: We will, with the help of God.

Prayer
God of new life, bless by your Holy Spirit this water. Save those who
pass through it, professing that fullness life is found through these
waters. Continually create new life in the one baptized today, that he
may rise with Christ.
The Act of Baptism
Minister: What is this child’s name?
Parent: Lincoln Pearce De Marzo
Minister: Lincoln Pearce De Marzo, I baptize you in the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Who as one is also many, and within
whom we many are gathered as one.
Receiving the Child
The Spirit of God be upon you Lincoln, child of God, disciple of
Christ, member of Christ’s Church. People of God, behold; a new
member of the body of Christ.
Congregational Assent
Minister: People of the household of faith, I commend to your love
and care Lincoln Pearce De Marzo, whom we recognize as under God’s
care. Will you endeavor to so live that he may grow in the knowledge
and love of God as revealed through Christ by following your
example?
Congregation: With God’s help, we will so order our lives after the
example of Christ, that this child, surrounded by steadfast love,
may be established in the faith and confirmed and strengthened in
the ways Christ taught.
Sharing our Church Covenant
ALL: We covenant with You, God, and with one another, and do
bind ourselves in Your presence, to walk together in all Your ways,
according as You are pleased to reveal Yourself unto us in Your
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blessed Word of Truth.

Prayer of Blessing
Let us pray. Gracious God, you have filled the world with joy by giving
us this gift of life. Bless now Paul, your new creation, may he be filled
with joy knowing your presence; may he be filled with wisdom and
insight that he may walk in your way. Give Paul strength for life’s
journey, courage in time of suffering, the joy of faith, the freedom of
love, and new life through Christ, who makes us all one. Amen.

Musical Offering:

“Shout to the Lord”
Northern Lights Ringers

Darlene Zschech;
arr. Patricia Cota

Music for the musical offering was purchased with funds donated in memory of Ellen Sutphin.
It was one of her favorite hymns. We play it in loving memory of all who died this past year.

First Reading: Wisdom 3:1-9
1
The souls of those who do what is right are in God’s hand. They won’t
feel the pain of torment. 2 To those who don’t know any better, it
seems as if they have died. Their departure from this life was
considered their misfortune. 3 Their leaving us seemed to be their
destruction, but in reality they are at peace. 4 It may look to others as
if they have been punished, but they have the hope of living forever.
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They were disciplined a little, but they will be rewarded with
abundant good things, because God tested them and found that they
deserve to be with him. 6 He tested them like gold in the furnace; he
accepted them like an entirely burned offering. 7 Then, when the time
comes for judgment, the godly will burst forth and run about like fiery
sparks among dry straw. 8 The godly will judge nations and hold power
over peoples, even as the Lord will rule over them forever. 9 Those who
trust in the Lord will know the truth. Those who are faithful will always
be with him in love. Favor and mercy belong to the holy ones. God
watches over God’s chosen ones.
Children’s Moment
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Invitation to Giving
Offertory:

“The Gift of Love”

arr. Janet Linker

*

Doxology: (tune) No. 47
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen

*

Dedication of Gifts:
ALL: We lift up these offerings as a sign of our gratitude for your
love and care, O God. We pledge ourselves, time, talent, and
treasure. We pray that we may follow in the spirit of those who
have given without hesitation. We dedicate our lives to you, O
God, and seek to grow in our faithfulness to your Word. Amen.

*

Hymn:

“Near to the Heart of God”
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Prayers of the People
Remembering Our Saints
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.
Prayer Response
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*Those who are comfortably able may stand

Second Reading: Mark 12:38-44
38
As he was teaching, he said, “Watch out for the legal experts. They like
to walk around in long robes. They want to be greeted with honor in the
markets. 39 They long for places of honor in the synagogues and at
banquets. 40 They are the ones who cheat widows out of their homes,
and to show off they say long prayers. They will be judged most harshly.”
41

Jesus sat across from the collection box for the temple treasury and
observed how the crowd gave their money. Many rich people were
throwing in lots of money. 42 One poor widow came forward and put in
two small copper coins worth a penny. 43 Jesus called his disciples to him
and said, “I assure you that this poor widow has put in more than
everyone who’s been putting money in the treasury. 44 All of them are
giving out of their spare change. But she from her hopeless poverty has
given everything she had, even what she needed to live on.”

Sermon:
*

Hymn:

*

Benediction

*

“Sparks Through the Stubble”
Rev. Jacob L. Poindexter
“The Gift of Love”

Benediction Response:

Postlude:

No. 526, P. 11

“Go Now In Peace”

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

setting by Wayne Wold

Music permission obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-724680. All rights reserved.
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Remembering Our Saints
 Bob Kniefel

 Lena Ward

 Marilyn Hanson

 Dave Perez

 Tom Wood

 Chuck Jerde

 Miguel De Marzo

 Kjell Kristiansen

 Don Plank

 Corky Corthel

 George Crawford

 Mary Mitchell

 Stan Smith

 Ellen Sutphin

 Donna Werth

 Jim Walton

 Ryah Pike

 Anne Sharyon

 Bill Werth

 Carol Lowery

 Walter Werth

 Brenda Post

 Justin Shrawder
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Notes & Doodles
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News from the Pews











Alaska Native History—Today after worship
Intergenerational Handbell Rehearsal—Today after worship
Outreach Meeting—Today, after worship
Life & Learning Meeting—Today, after worship
Stewardship Meeting—Tuesday, Nov 9th at 5pm (Zoom)
Handbell Rehearsal—Wednesdays at 5:30pm
Choir Rehearsal—Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Soup Group—Thursdays at 10am
Fellowship Meeting—Thursday, Nov 11th at 4pm (Zoom)

Lectio Divina— Translated as “divine reading, it is a practice of scriptural
reading, meditation and prayer that focuses on the upcoming Sunday scripture
readings. Rev. Jacob is will be out of town next week, so lectio divina is cancelled
for on November 9th
Alaska Native History— As part of the learning
process for creating an indigenous land
acknowledgment, the former Director of Native
Student Services at UAA, Willy Templeton, has
accepted our invitation to share his knowledge and
expertise with us. We will gather after worship again TODAY, November 7 to
discuss Alaska Native history. Today, the focus will be Alaska Native history post
statehood. We will be broadcasting this event in the Gathering Room on Zoom.
If you are joining online, you will still be able to participate in the event if you
head over to Zoom after the worship service.
Save the Date! Fall Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting— Sunday,
November 21st after the worship service. The Call to Meeting was sent out on
Wednesday, as well as proxy cards. This meeting focuses on the 2022 Budget (as
well as other items) so be sure to attend or fill out a proxy card.
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New Prayer Concerns
George White

Fermen Dillon

Friends & family of Miguel De Marzo

Friends & family of Brenda Post

Ina, friend of Claudia Kniefel

Julie, cousin of Claudia Kniefel

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Jarden Jones, brother of Cathy White
Pastor Deanna, family friend of Caroline Valentine

Casey Graff, grandniece of Marilyn Lee

Mike Gallivan, friend of the Errico family

Jeannie, family of Elisabeth & Harry Kachline

Tim Griffith , friend of Elisabeth & Harry Kachline

Sally & Tom, friends of Elisabeth & Harry Kachline

Cathy White

Elizabeth Amber; family of Jenna & Nathan Amber

Irene Stewart

Steve McKean

Christina Pike, daughter of Vivian Pike

Stan Parker; brother of Lori Wasko

John Allen

Piero De Marzo; brother of Miguel De Marzo

Alice Butler; mother of Jane vonBirgelen

Roger Meyer; brother of Cindi Crawford

Ron Broome

Elisabeth Kachline

Mary Anne’s mother; friend of Elisabeth & Harry
Kachline

Margaret Webber; friend of Barbara Bowerman & Pam
Wright

Joe’s daughter; friend of Elisabeth & Harry Kachline

Barbara May; great grandma of Reagan & Avery Binek

Bob Reupke; husband of Toni Reupke

Nicole Johnson; niece of Eric Johnson & Marilyn Lee

Jacob Kreuzenstein; grandson of Peggy Kreuzenstein

Family of Ian White; Director, Crow Creek Pipe & Drum

Wayne Pratt; brother of Sharon Higgins

Lillian Soth; grandchild of Jeanette & Fermen Dillon

Deaths
Tom Wood

Don Plank

For all the teachers, aides, staff, and volunteers who educate our children; for the first responders,
those serving in the military, and those that serve our community in a variety of ways; for the
peacekeepers and public servants; for those in our community who are in need and those struggling in
different ways; for the people with whom we are in conflict, we pray.
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First Congregational Church of Anchorage
2610 East Northern Lights Blvd., Anchorage, Alaska 99508
907.272.8363—www.fccak.org
Senior Minister
Rev. Jacob L. Poindexter
907.272.8363—jacobp@fccak.org

Contacts
Krystal Poindexter
Administrative Assistant
907.272.8363—office@fccak.org
Julie McClure
Wedding Coordinator

Music Ministry
Caroline Valentine
Organist and Director, Northern Lights Ringers
Lori Parker Wasko
Director, Chancel Choir
Sunday Volunteers
Deacon Serving: Sue Hanas
Greeting: Chris Walker
Liturgist:
Fellowship Hour:
Usher Team: Amana Mbise & Paul Wasko

This week’s Communion Table flowers
are given by Kathy Wood, in honor of
the life of Tom Wood.

Connect—Get Involved—Share a Prayer Request
Fill out one of the connect cards located in the back of
the pew in front of you and drop it in the offering plate.
Hearing-Assist System
Connect directly to a smart device with
Bluetooth hearing aids or traditional headphones.
1. Download the AudioFetch app:
2. Connect to Wi-Fi signal: FCCAK HEARING ASSIST
3. Make sure hearing aid is Bluetooth connected.
4. Open AudioFetch app and enjoy the sound!

Flowers provided by Evalyn’s Floral
Member—
National Association
Of Congregational
Christian Churches
Member— #1700
Open & Affirming Congregation (ONA)

www.facebook.com/fccak.org

Online Giving
In addition to cash or checks, First Congregational Church accepts
donations and pledge payments securely online with a credit card.
Scan the QR code or go to www.fccak.org/give
Thank you for your financial participation in the work of First Congregational Church! 15
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Sunday

Monday

7

Tuesday

Wednesday

8

All Saints Sunday

9
5pm Stewardship Mtg

10:30am Worship &
Sunday School
11:30am Outreach
Mtg
11:30am
Intergenerational
Handbell Rehearsal
11:45am "Lunch" &
Learn: Alaska History
12pm Life & Learning
Meeting

14

15

22

Veterans Day

17
5:30pm Handbell
Rehearsal
6:30pm Choir

23

Fall Semi-Annual
Congregational
Meeting
10:30am Worship &
Sunday School
11:30am Fall SemiAnnual Meeting
12pm Fellowship
12pm
Intergenerational
Handbell Rehearsal
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Saturday

12

13
9am Organist

10am Soup Group

16
10am Lectio Divina

10am Lectio Divina

28

Friday

11

4pm Fellowship Mtg

Communion

First Sunday of
Advent
10:30am Worship &
Sunday School
11:30am Fellowship:
Greening the Church

5:30pm Handbell
Rehearsal
6:30pm Choir

10:30am Worship &
Sunday School
11:30am Fellowship
11:30am
Intergenerational
Handbell Rehearsal
12pm PF Activity:
Fundraising Craft
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Thursday

10

18

19

10am Soup Group

20
9am Organist

7pm Worship Mtg

24
5:30pm Handbell
Rehearsal
6:30pm Choir

25
Thanksgiving Day
10am Soup Group

26
Native American
Heritage Day

27
9am Organist
1pm Greening the
Church Staging
(TIME??)

Office Closed
6pm Potluck Supper

29

30
10am Lectio Divina

Dec 1

2

5:30pm Handbell
Rehearsal

10am Soup Group

6:30pm Choir

6:30pm Investment
Club

3

4
9am Organist

Color Key—Black: Worship, Blue: FCC Activities, Purple: FCC Partnership Activities

