
The New Normal? 

Yes, actually, there is a new normal at many places, including at FCC. Every year in 
November, we have a congregational meeting to approve the budget for the next year and 
do any other business thought appropriate and/or necessary for consideration by the 
whole congregation. Thatôs normal for us. And since March, it has become newly normal 
for us to see each other and to meet via Zoom and not in person. 

This year we are combining these two now normal things into another new normal, doing 

our budget business by meeting on Zoom, on Sunday, November 15, after church. As we 
all know, the value of the work and ministry of our church are priceless and beyond 
measure, and we also all know that their continuation requires approval of an actual 
dollars-and-cents annual budget. Thus, the reason for this meeting. 

By this new normal combination, we are highlighting both the value of continuity and the 
value of flexibility in these so unpredictable times. It is a needed stability in the midst of 
the extremely destabilizing pandemic. 

And as is usual and normal, YOU are a valuable part of FCC. I hope you are able to come 

to church by Zoom on the third Sunday of November and stay afterward for this as usual 
important meeting! Please let the office know if you cannot attend and wish to sign a 
proxy form. The proxy form allows someone else in the congregation (of your choosing) to 
vote on your behalf if you are unable to attend for any reason. We must have a quorum of 
members for the meeting, and proxy forms give members greater access to participate, 
and to  that the congregation reaches a quorum at the meeting, so that business  of the 
church can be conducted. 

-Lynn Barber, Moderator 
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Outreach Ministry 

ñSoupò Group Update 

Jenna and Nathan Amber are expecting baby "Barney" (not his real 

name) around Thanksgiving time.  To help them out, the FCC "Soup 

Group" is going to make meals that can be frozen and used as 

needed.  

Jenna writes: "Pastaôs always my favorite, anything Mexican-ish is a 

close second, or other freezer-friendly things like soups or casseroles 

are great too. Neither of us have food allergies. Weôre not too picky - 
I think our only real particularities are that I donôt like shrimp and 

am not a big fan of hard-boiled eggs, and Nathan doesnôt like olives. I 

think thatôs about it."  

If you would like to help them out, please contact Kathy Means or 

Claudia Kniefel and we can arrange to have the meal delivered, or 

you can bring it to the church and put it in our freezer (labeled 

accordingly).  

All 2800 books have reached Shungnak school.  They have a low 
Covid rate at the moment, but it will be a while before these 
books get shared with the community. 

We have received a photo and information about our student at 
the PanAmerican institute. Hopefully I will be able to get into 
town to put up photos of him on the Outreach board. 

This month is the start of our drive to collect winter gear and 
socks for the folks of Beans Caf®. We are also looking at 
collecting gently used baby clothes and clothes and other useful 
items for the women and children at Clare House. 

Collections are ongoing for FISH and the Childrenôs Lunchbox.  
FISH is looking for canned fruit and vegetables. 

There is a subcommittee for Open and Affirming. More 
information on this program will be presented at the Semi-
Annual Meeting in November. 

A representative from the Relations (Grandfamilies) program 
will meet with us at our November Outreach meeting to help 
with direction. 

-Chris Walker, Chair 

T h e  N o r t h e r n  L i g h t 
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Our first-ever (at least in recent memory) Jack-o-Lantern Carving Contest was a scary success.  We 

had winners in every category. The only slight problem was some people read ñspiced ciderò as 

ñspiked ciderò and were disappointed when they found out we werenôt serving an alcoholic toddy.  

2020 

Itôs not too early to be thinking about what youôre going to enter in next yearôs contest, tentatively 

scheduled for 5:00 pm on Friday, October 22nd.  Weôll have the same two age groups ï 18 and 

under, over 18 ï and two categories in each group ï carved and non-carved (painted, decorated, 

etc.).  

For November, we will have Afternoon Tea in the FCC Gathering Room every Wednesday and Friday 

at 3:00 pm.  Also, please save the date for the Interfaith Council of Anchorageôs annual Thanksgiving 

Eve Gathering in the early evening of Wednesday, November 25.  This year it will be either virtual or 
a mix of in-person and online participants featuring prayers, readings, music, and thanksgiving 

blessings offered by our sisters and brothers in spirit from around the community.  Watch for more 

information about the gathering in Daily Updates, on the FCC website, and on both the FCC and the 

Interfaith Council of Anchorage Facebook pages.   

-Kate O�¶Dell, Chair 


